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Headteacher’s Message 
 

 

 
De a r Pa re n t s, 
 
We we re ve r y e x c i t e d a b o u t t h e re t u r n o f t h e c h i l d re n, a n d qu i t e r i gh t t o o. Th e y h a ve m a d e a 
f a b u l o u s s t a r t t o t h e t e r m a n d we a re ve r y p r o u d o f t h e i r e f f o r t s – we l l d o n e, e ve r yo n e!  
 
It h a s b e e n w o n d e r f u l we l c o m i n g s o m a n y n e w p u p i l s a n d o u r l a t e s t re c r u i t s a l re a d y l o o k a s 
i f t h e y h a ve b e e n h e re f o r ye a r s! No w t h a t we a re i n t o t h e s w i n g o f t h i n gs, t o 
e a s e c o n ge s t i o n f i r s t t h i n g, we a s k t h a t yo u ‘k i s s a n d go’ a t t h e m e t a l ga t e s 
w h e n d r o p p i n g i n t h e m o r n i n g.   Th i s t e r m, we w i l l b e we l c o m i n g t w o n e w s t a f f, 
Mi s s Ja c o b s a n d Mr s Gr i f f i n, b o t h o f w h o m w i l l b e jo i n i n g o u r l o ve l y t e a m o f 
Le a r n i n g Me n t o r s. We a re l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g a l o n gs i d e t h e m. 
 
Th e i m p r o ve m e n t w o r k t o t h e o u t d o o r a re a s o f t h e s i t e c o n t i n u e s a n d we a re h o p i n g t h a t t h e s e 
w i l l s o o n b e c o m p l e t e d a n d t h e p l a ygr o u n d f u l l y o p e n o n c e m o re. Th e c h i l d re n a re e x c i t e d 
a b o u t t h e p r o s p e c t o f b e i n g a b l e t o u s e t h e o u t d o o r We l l n e s s Gym a n d n e w l o o k Qu i e t Are a. 
 

On We d n e s d a y, we w i l l b e we l c o m i n g Ca r m e l l a Re e c e o u r SIAMs 
i n s p e c t o r. Sh e w i l l b e w i t h u s f o r t h e w h o l e d a y a n d t a l k t o p u p i l s, 
s t a f f, p a re n t s a n d go ve r n o r s. Sh e w i l l a l s o v i s i t c l a s s r o o m s a n d l o o k 
a t p u p i l s’ w o r k, a s we l l a s o t h e r s c h o o l d o c u m e n t a t i o n. It p r o m i s e s t o 

b e a b u s y d a y b u t ve r y e n jo ya b l e p r o c e s s a s i t w i l l b e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o c e l e b r a t e o u r 
w o n d e r f u l s c h o o l a n d i t s w o r k. 
 
Ha ve a gre a t we e k e n d, e ve r yo n e - Mr s Ta yl o r 
 
Latin Comes to St Paul’s 
 

From the start of this term, all of our pupils will study Latin.  
 
Latin is the next logical step after phonics where children start encountering the Latin half of 
English. 50% of all English words derive from Latin along with 80-90% of polysyllabic words.  
 
Research findings suggest that there is a strong positive correlation between the learning of 
Latin and the development of literacy skills at KS2. 
 

Latin is the best preparation for learning any language. To study Latin is to study six languages at once: French, Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese and Romanian (The five Romanian languages) which derived and evolved from Latin. About 90% of the 
vocabulary of these languages comes from Latin. 
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Latin also provides the root words of not one, not half but all of the modern sciences and is the language of the law, 
government, logic and theology.  

We will be adapting the Maximum Classics: Literacy through 
Latin course to go alongside our new foundation curriculum.  
The first unit was trialled on Year 6 in the Summer Term and 
this is what they had to say:  
 
“There are no cons- only pros! I have enjoyed the topic 
because it has taught us the history of the English language 
and it can come in very useful for when we are trying to figure 
out what new words mean.”– David  
 

“It was very very fun and interesting, I really enjoyed learning about where English came from and the story of Achilles.” – Oniesh  
 
“It was an amazing unit and it was very interesting. I especially enjoyed the lesson about Achilles. One difficulty was I had to 
learn a new language after learning French for so long.” – Gautam  
 
“This topic was great and I am extremely grateful for it. I learned many Latin words and all of the activities were fun and taught 
me lots. Overall, this is one of the best topics!” – Santiago  
 
“I thought that the Latin lessons were really fun and informative. I wish we could have learnt a few more words and stories. It 
was fun because there was a lot of interactive work. KEEP LATIN!” – Fraser  
 
Jeans for Genes Day – 20th September  

 
Jeans for Genes Day is Friday 20th September and helps fundraise for research into genetic 
disorders. The children are invited to dress in jeans & non-uniform items of their choice 
for a suggested donation of £1. In light of the cost of living crisis, we understand how 
every penny counts; please do not feel under any pressure to donate but do send your 
child in wearing non-uniform so they can join in the fun. Collection buckets will be at the 
gate, should you wish to donate. 
 

Book Fair 
 
The Book Fair will be in school from Tuesday 24th September - Monday 30th September, with over 200 
new children's books to browse and buy!  If you are unable to join us, gift vouchers are available at 
www.travellingbooks.co.uk/parents.  
St. Paul’s earns FREE BOOKS for every book sold at the Fair, so this is a great opportunity to support the 
work of the school and help us stock up our classrooms with new resources. We hope to see you there! 
 

Curriculum Information Evening – Wednesday 25th September 
 
Each teaching team will give a short presentation about their curriculum for the year to give you 
insight into what the children will be learning this year and how we can work together to ensure 
the best possible outcomes for your child.  

Each year group will deliver the same presentation twice (5:00pm & 5:45pm) so parents with 
children in different year groups have the opportunity to attend. For this event, please enter school 

via the Murray Road. Staff will be waiting at the link doors to direct you to classrooms. Please note, the office will be closed 
and there will be no access to this event via the Oxford Oxford Road entrance. 
 
Dancing Queen 
 
After only 6 months of attending a dance club, Saskia (3B) took dance exams and passed with a 
fantastic 88% and achieved a “highly commended” grade!   
 
Well done, Saskia! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.travellingbooks.co.uk/parents


School Games Mark – GOLD AWARD! 
 

We are delighted to announce that we have achieved the School Games Gold Mark Award for the 2023/24 
academic year. The School Games Mark is a Government-led award scheme that recognises a schools 
commitment to the development of competition across their school and into the community, and we are 
over the moon to have been awarded Gold again in recognition of our success. The School Games 
Organiser commented: 
 

‘St Paul’s have gone from strength to strength: the playground markings have been integrated into the offer of active playtimes as well as 

being a resource staff can use for breaks within their lessons. Both the lunch time controllers and the class teachers have received training 

on activities which can be played. St Paul’s have achieved a very well-deserved Gold.’ 

 

Huge thanks to Mrs Foster who spearheads this work and to Mrs Judd for her support. 

 

1st Schools and Grassroots fixture of 2024-25 Season. 
 
You have been invited to Reading Football Club’s 1st Schools and Grassroots Fixture of 2024-25! 
 
When? 
Reading vs Crawley Town 
Saturday 19th October, 12.30pm kick off  

Where?  
Select Car Leasing Stadium 
 
How to qualify for the discount and confirm your attendance? 
 
To redeem, please visit https://ticketing.readingfc.co.uk and enter the following unique coupon code: #StPaulsCE in the 
basket once you have logged in and selected your tickets which will be discounted to the below prices: 
 
13 and under: £1 
17 and under: £3 
18-24: £5 
Adult: £10 
 

Music Lessons at St Paul’s  
 
Berkshire Maestros are offering free trial sessions for their music lessons.   
 
If you your child to have a trial violin lesson, please contact Fernando fernandodenijs@berksmusictrust.org.uk. 
For singing lessons please contact Kat Kathitti@berksmusictrust.org.uk 
Piano/keyboard lessons are also offered.  
 
More information can be found on their website https://berksmusictrust.org.uk/ 
 

Volunteering Opportunities with HomeStart  
 
HomeStart are a local charity offering home-visiting support to vulnerable, disadvantaged, and isolated families living in the 
Wokingham Borough.  
 
If you would like to join their home visiting volunteer team their next training course runs on 2nd, 9th and 16th October – the 
course is fun, informal and interactive and will give you the skills and confidence you need to support a vulnerable family. 
 
As a Home-Start volunteer you would be fully trained, supervised and supported, meet interesting and like-minded people in 
your community and have the opportunity to use your expertise in making a real difference to people’s lives. 
 
For more information, please go to www.home-startwd.org.uk 
Email: admin@home-startwd.org.uk  
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After School Club – Junior Adventure Group 
 
JAG’s After School Club offer fun, happy and safe places for children to play freely across age groups and take part in structured 
activities such as arts and crafts and active play. Providing an energising end to the school day, children can join group activities, 
enjoy a healthy snack, or chill out with toys and games that are all set up and ready for them to enjoy. 
 
Find out more at: https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/term-time/after-school-club/  
 
Parent Tours of Walter Infants School  
 
If you or anyone you know has a child due to start school in September 2025 please do book onto one of Walter Infant 
School’s tours.  Bookings are taken on Ticketsource using the link below 
 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/walter-infant-school  
 

 

Next Week at School 
Friday 20th September  Jeans for Genes Day – suggested donation of £1 
Diary Dates   
Week of 23rd September  All Clubs Start  
Tuesday 24th – Monday 30th September  Book Fair  
Wednesday 25th September:  Curriculum Information Evening 5-5.30pm & 5.45-6.15pm 
Tuesday 1st October Individual Pupil Photographs  
Friday 4th October 3D Class Assembly 9.00am 
Friday 11th October 3H Class Assembly 9.00am 
Monday 14th October  House Captain Election 
Tuesday 15th – Friday 18th October  Year 6 Residential Trip to Liddington  
Friday 18th October 3B Class Assembly 9.00am 
Friday 25th October 6D Class Assembly 9.00am 
Friday 25th October Break up for Half Term  
Monday 4th November  Children return to school  
Monday 9th December Christmas Performance at St Paul’s Church 2.00pm 
Tuesday 10th December Christmas Performances at St Paul’s Church 2.00pm & 5.00pm 
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