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Headteacher’s Message  

De a r St Pa u l’s Fa m i l i e s, 
 

In a l m o s t e ve r y n e w s l e t t e r, t h e re h a s b e e n a v o t e o f t h a n k s a n d t o d a y’s i s n o e x c e p t i o n.  

Hu ge t h a n k s t o o u r b r i l l i a n t PTA Co m m i t t e e f o r p l a n n i n g o u r e x c e l l e n t Ch r i s t m a s Fa i r. Th e 
n e w c o m m i t t e e o n l y f o r m e d i n Oc t o b e r a n d h a ve a l re a d y go t t w o d i s c o s a n d t h e Fa i r u n d e r 
t h e i r b e l t s. Wi t h t h e i r a r m y o f w i l l i n g h e l p e r s, p u p i l s a n d s t a f f, t h e y p u t o n a re a l l y e n jo ya b l e 
f u n d r a i s e r l a s t Fr i d a y. Th a n k yo u t o e ve r yo n e w h o h e l p e d o r c a m e a l o n g o n Fr i d a y t o jo i n i n 
t h e f u n. It w a s w o n d e r f u l t o we l c o m e s o m a n y o f yo u t o t h i s e ve n t a n d t o s e e yo u a l l h a v i n g 
s u c h a go o d t i m e. We a re s t i l l w a i t i n g t o l e a r n t h e f i n a l a m o u n t r a i s e d. 

  
We l l d o n e t o a l l o f t h e c h i l d re n w h o e n t e re d t h e Dre s s i n g t h e Ch r i s t m a s Tre e Co m p e t i t i o n. Yo u w i l l s e e f r o m t h e 
p h o t o s t h a t i t w a s h a r d f o r t h e Sc h o o l Co u n c i l l o r s t o c h o o s e w h i c h d e c o r a t i o n s s h o u l d re p re s e n t St Pa u l’s, a s 
a l l o f t h e e n t r i e s we re b o t h c re a t i ve a n d o r i gi n a l i n d e s i gn. We l l d o n e, Je n s o n, Am e l i a, Be t h a n, On i e s h, Sp e n c e r, 
Gi o r gi a, La u re n, Myr o s l a v a n d Da n i c a.  

Af t e r m u c h d e l i b e r a t i o n, o u r w i n n e r s we re Bl a k e a n d Ja ya w h o a t t e n d e d t h e 
c e l e b r a t i o n i n t h e To w n Squ a re l a s t Mo n d a y e ve n i n g, a l o n g w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s, t o 
p re s e n t t h e i r d e c o r a t i o n s t o t h e Ma yo r a n d Mi n i Ma yo r o f Wo k i n gh a m To w n. Th a n k 
yo u, Mr s Wa l k e r, f o r o r ga n i s i n g o u r e n t r i e s a n d f o r s u p p o r t i n g t h e c h i l d re n o n t h e 
n i gh t! 
 

Th a n k yo u, Su e a n d Pe n n y Ch a p m a n, f o r Mo n d a y’s Ye a r 3 Ch r i s t i n gl e m a k i n g 
w o r k s h o p a n d l i gh t i n g c e re m o n y. Al l t h re e c l a s s e s 
h a d a l o ve l y t i m e. 

 

Th e c h i l d re n s h o n e a t e a c h p e r f o r m a n c e o f o u r Ch r i s t m a s Ce l e b r a t i o n, re m i n d i n g 
u s o f t h e t r u e m e a n i n g o f Ch r i s t m a s. It i s a l w a ys a ve r y s p e c i a l t i m e w h e n o u r 

w h o l e s c h o o l c o m m u n i t y c o m e s t o ge t h e r, p u p i l s, 
s t a f f a n d f a m i l i e s a n d t h e c h i l d re n we re 
m a r ve l l o u s, gi v i n g u s a c e l e b r a t i o n t o re m e m b e r.  
We a re s o p r o u d o f t h e i r e f f o r t s.Th a n k yo u ve r y 
m u c h f o r yo u r ge n e r o u s d o n a t i o n s t o o u r c o l l e c t i o n 
f o r Cr i s i s. Yo u r a i s e d £450.81, a w o n d e r f u l a m o u n t 
t o h e l p h o m e l e s s p e o p l e w i t h a s a fe p l a c e t o s t a y, 
a Ch r i s t m a s m e a l a c c e s s t o h e a l t h p r a c t i t i o n e r s.  

 

Th u r s d a y w a s Ch r i s t m a s ju m p e r s a l l r o u n d, w i t h e ve r yo n e d re s s e d t o i m p re s s! 
a n d Ou r f a n t a s t i c s t a f f t e a m e n t e re d i n t o t h e s p i r i t o f t h i n gs t o o a n d w i t h  t h e 
c o r r i d o r s b e d e c k e d w i t h d e c o r a t i o n s, s c h o o l n e ve r l o o k e d m o re fe s t i ve. Ch r i s t m a s 
l u n c h w a s a m a m m o t h u n d e r t a k i n g, w i t h t w o s e p a r a t e s i t t i n gs. Ou r Co o k, 

      St Paul’s Newsletter – Autumn 15.12.23 
‘One body, every person, growing together.’ 

 

Safguarding Team: Julieanne Taylor – Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead  
Linda Tritton – Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 



Ja s o n, a n d h i s t e a m d i d a b r i l l i a n t jo b o f p re p a r i n g a n d c o o k i n g 320 d e l i c i o u s Ch r i s t m a s d i n n e r s. Ou r 
h a r d w o r k i n g l u n c h t i m e c o n t r o l l e r s, a d m i n s t a f f, t e a c h e r s a n d l e a r n i n g m e n t o r s h e l p e d l a y t a b l e s, s e r ve a n d 
c l e a r o ve r a t w o h o u r p e r i o d – i t w a s e x t re m e l y f r a n t i c a n d a l o t o f h a r d w o r k b u t a s yo u c a n s e e f r o m t h e 
p h o t o s, l o t s o f f u n. Ou r t h a n k s t o t h e PTA f o r p r o v i d i n g 400 Ch r i s t m a s Cr a c k e r s t o d re s s t h e t a b l e s.  

 
Th a n k yo u t o 
Mr s Ki n g, Fi n a n c e As s i s t a n t, f o r 
ge t t i n g b e h i n d t h e w h e e l a n d d r i v i n g 
t h e f l a t b e d t r u c k t o t r a n s p o r t o u r 
b e a u t i f u l Ch r i s t m a s Tre e f r o m t h e h a l l 
t o t h e c h u r c h. Ou r t r a d i t i o n i s t h a t we 
gi f t o u r t re e t o t h e c h u r c h e a c h ye a r s o 
t h a t i t h a s t w o l i ve s a n d c a n b e 
a d m i re d b y t h e w i d e r c o m m u n i t y. Hu ge 
t h a n k s t o t h e Ye a r 5 t e a m a n d t o Mr 

Wa l s h f o r l o a d i n g a n d u n l o a d i n g t h e t re e a n d m o v i n g a l l o f t h e e qu i p m e n t f r o m t h e 
Ch r i s t m a s Ce l e b r a t i o n b a c k f r o m c h u r c h. Th a n k s a l s o t o t h e s t a f f w h o w i l l b e w a l k i n g 
u p t o c h u r c h t h i s a f t e r n o o n t o d re s s t h e t re e i n i t s s e c o n d h o m e.  
 
Th i s m o r n i n g, Fa t h e r Ri c h a r d l e d t h e w h o l e s c h o o l i n a re s o u n d i n g re n d i t i o n o f t h e 
Twe l ve Da ys o f Ch r i s t m a s w i t h t h e c h i l d re n a n d s t a f f o r ga n i s e d i n t o s i x gr o u p s, 
s i n gi n g a n d u p o n t h e i r fe e t, d o i n g a c t i o n s f o r e a c h o f t h e d a ys – i t w a s s u c h go o d 

f u n! We a l s o h a d a s p e c i a l Sp o r t s As s e m b l y t o c e l e b r a t e 
t h e m a n y o f a c h i e ve m e n t s o f o u r p u p i l s a t a n u m b e r o f 
i n t e r s c h o o l c o m p e t i t i o n s. A h u ge n u m b e r o f c e r t i f i c a t e s a n d 
m e d a l s we re a w a r d e d t o p u p i l s a n d we a re i m m e n s e l y 
p r o u d o f t h e i r e f f o r t s.   
 
 

Sa d l y, we a re s a yi n g f a re we l l t o Co n n o r, 4P, w h o i s m o v i n g 
t o a n e w s c h o o l i n Sw i n d o n. We w i s h h i m we l l a n d h o p e t h a t h e a n d h i s f a m i l y w i l l 

b e ve r y h a p p y i n t h e i r n e w h o m e. Al s o l e a v i n g u s t o d a y i s Mr s Lo n g, Le a r n i n g Me n t o r, w h o i s o f f t o w o r k a t 
Re a d i n g Un i ve r s i t y. We w i s h h e r a l l t h e ve r y b e s t f o r t h e f u t u re a n d w i t h h e r n e w r o l e. 
 
We l c o m e t o Mr s Co l l i n s, o u r n e w Sc h o o l Se c re t a r y. We a re d e l i gh t e d t h a t s h e i s f i n a l l y h e re a n d t h a t i t w i l l b e 
b u s i n e s s a s u s u a l i n t h e n e w ye a r. Ma n y t h a n k s t o o u r a d m i n t e a m w h o h a ve d o n e a v a l i a n t jo b o f t r yi n g t o 
k e e p t h i n gs r u n n i n g s m o o t h l y o ve r t h e l a s t fe w we e k s – I k n o w i t i s m u c h a p p re c i a t e d b y e ve r yo n e.  
 
It i s a l s o We l c o m e Ba c k t o Mr s Ha m e r, w h o re t u r n e d t o u s f r o m m a t e r n i t y l e a ve ye s t e r d a y. Mr s Ha m e r w i l l b e 
t e a c h i n g i n 4P e a c h We d n e s d a y a n d w o r k i n g a c r o s s t h e s c h o o l o n h e r re m a i n i n g t w o d a ys. We a re d e l i gh t e d t o 
s e e h e r re t u r n. We re c e n t l y h a d t w o n e w m e m b e r s jo i n o u r t e a m o f Le a r n i n g Me n t o r s, Mr s Al e s s a n d r i n i a n d Mi s s 
Co x, b o t h o f w h o m a re s e t t l i n g i n we l l. t h e y a re a gre a t a d d i t i o n t o o u r t e a m. 
 
Al l t h a t re m a i n s i s f o r m e t o w i s h yo u a ve r y Me r r y Ch r i s t m a s a n d a h a p p y, p e a c e f u l Ne w Ye a r! We a re l o o k i n g 
f o r w a r d t o we l c o m i n g t h e c h i l d re n b a c k t o s c h o o l o n Tu e s d a y 2n d Ja n u a r y. 
Mr s Ta yl o r 



Congratulations to Leilah – 3D 

  
Earlier this month, Leilah won two silver medals at a gymnastics competition.   
 
Congratulations, Leilah, what an excellent result!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eve’s – Little Princess Trust Fundraising  

Eve has been raising money for the Little Princess Trust by having her beautiful flowing locks cut short! This is something she 
has been wanting to do for a long time and is such a generous was to support this charity. Well done Eve – we are really proud 
of you and love your new hairstyle! 
 
Forest School Sessions  
 
The timetable for next term’s sessions can be found below.  Pupils will need to bring suitable clothing with them on that day e.g. 
track suit bottoms, hoodie, T shirt and trainers. Shorts and skirts are unsuitable for the woodland area. 
 
 
 
 

08/01 15/01 22/01 29/01 05/02 19/02 26/02 04/03 11/03 18/03 25/03 26/03 

6S 5M 3B 4P 6T 5K 3D 4B 6B 5D 5H 4R 

PE and appropriate kit 
 
Please ensure that your child has their PE kit with them for every indoor PE lesson. We have some pupils who regularly use the 
excuse of forgotten kit to avoid participating. The expectation is that all pupils will participate as this is part of their National 
Curriculum entitlement. 
 
Could you also ensure that on Thursday, when the children come to school dressed in kit, it is only in a white t shirt and navy 
blue or black plain joggers or hoodie. This is the expectation for every child. No brightly coloured fashion items, football kit or 
clothes with slogans are permitted. These should be saved for non-uniform days. 
 

 
 

Outdoor Games 

Thursday – all classes 

Indoor PE 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday 
5D 3D 6S 5K 6B 4P 5M 3B 3H 6T 4B 4R 

Get help with the cost of living 
 
The Household Support Fund can help you pay for food, energy, bills and other essentials. It’s open to: 

• Families where children receive means-tested free school meals can get £20 per week during the school holidays until 
Easter 2024 

• Anyone struggling to pay bills or buy food can apply for £240 or £120 depending on the size of their household 

If you’ve already applied for the Household Support Fund you do not need to apply again.  
Other cost of living help options 
There’s a range of help and support options you can use to help you this winter: 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23


• Check the cost of living help hub, including our guides 
o Help for people with children 
o Help for single people 
o Help for pensioners 
o Help if you’re in an emergency 

• SHARE Wokingham offers fresh produce, like bread and vegetables, for those who need it. These are surplus stock from 
local supermarkets. More than 2,000 people use it each week and it has saved more than 1,000 tonnes in food waste 
since it was launched a few years ago. View the food map to see SHARE's 15 locations and find your nearest. 

• Follow these top tips for households on how to lower your energy bills this winter. Or you can try: 
o The council’s new home energy advice service to see how to lower your bills  
o See if you’re eligible Great British Insulation Scheme is offering free or cheaper insulation to reduce your home’s 

energy bills 
o Check if your home is eligible for a Heat Pump Grant a part of the Boiler Upgrade Scheme – up to £7,500 on 

offer towards the costs 
• We’re encouraging people to register with power, water and gas suppliers if they are potentially vulnerable this winter. 

These are known as priority services, which mean you get help faster if you are cut off or additional warnings if there are 
outages like loss of water pressure or power cuts 

• The Winter Warmers scheme can help you get free items, if you’re struggling with the cost of living. This includes things 
like air fryers, slow cookers, heated airers and more. These will lower your energy usage and bills 

Contact Citizens Advice, Wokingham, to find the most appropriate support for your situation. Use the online referral form or 
call 0808 278 7958, Monday to Friday.  
 
HAF 
 
As a reminder, the HAF Programme offers funding for activities in the main school holidays of Easter, summer and Christmas for 
children and young people in school years from Reception to year 11 who are eligible to benefits related free school meals. 
There is also the option for professionals working with families, who are not eligible but would benefit from the programme, to 
make a referral depending on their family circumstances. You can find full details on our website: Holiday, activities, and food 
programme (wokingham.gov.uk)  
 
In Wokingham, the entitlement for primary aged children is: 
 

• X2 6 hour days per week for 1 week at Easter, 1 week at Christmas and x4 weeks in the summer. HAF does not operate 
in half term holidays. 

 
• The HAF Team also run events across the Borough during school holidays for families to attend together. Along with our 

regular twice weekly SEND stay and play sessions and our newly launched SEND drop off sessions for children and young 
people aged 8-13 years. 

 
Although children in years Reception to Year 2 ALL receive Universal free school meals, in order to identify those families who 
are eligible for the HAF Programme we encourage parents to apply for benefits related free school meals as early as possible. 
 
All allocations for funding and vouchers for parents to be able to book funded activities will continue to be via the new Wonde 
(e-Vouchers) booking system. If parents have any queries about receiving their vouchers, they can contact 
haf@wokingham.gov.uk in the first instance. If it is a technical issue which they are not able to resolve, they will refer them onto 
the Wonde (e-Vouchers) support team. 
 

 

 

Diary Dates  
  
Tuesday 2nd January  Start of Spring Term for all pupils 
Monday 15th January Liddington Information Evening for Y5 parents 6.30pm 
Friday 19th January  3H Class Assembly  
Friday 26th January  6B Class Assembly  
Friday 2nd February  6T Class Assembly 
Friday 9th February  5S Class Assembly  
Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st February  3.30pm – 7.00pm Parents’ Consultations 

 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/cost-living-help-people-children?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/cost-living-help-single-people?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/cost-living-help-pensioners?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/im-dealing-emergency?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-essentials/help-food?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/energy-saving-tips-to-save-money/free-ways-to-lower-your-energy-bills/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2023/offering-residents-free-advice-make-their-homes-more-energy-efficient
https://www.gov.uk/apply-great-british-insulation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/apply-boiler-upgrade-scheme/check-if-youre-eligible
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/bills-and-home-costs/priority-services?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-essentials/get-energy-efficiency-items?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
tel:0808%20278%207958
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
mailto:haf@wokingham.gov.uk


 

 

 


