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Headteacher’s Message  

 

De a r St Pa u l’s Fa m i l i e s, 
 

It s b e gi n n i n g t o l o o k a l o t l i k e Ch r i s t m a s! 
 

Pre p a r a t i o n s a re we l l u n d e r w a y f o r o u r Ch r i s t m a s Fa i r a n d o u r n e w c o m m i t t e e a re w o r k i n g 
t h e i r s o c k s o f f t o b e re a d y f o r n e x t Fr i d a y. Fo r t h i s e ve n t t o b e a s u c c e s s, we s t i l l n e e d l o t s o f 
v o l u n t e e r s – d e t a i l s o f h o w t o s i gn u p c a n b e f o u n d b e l o w. Do n’t f o r ge t n e x t We d n e s d a y i s 

n o n-u n i f o r m d a y f o r a t o m b o l a d o n a t i o n: 
 

• Y3 – Se l e c t i o n b o x, b o x o f c h o c o l a t e s, c h o c o l a t e Sa n t a e t c; 
• Y4 – d o n a t i o n s f o r t h e Bo t t l e To m b o l a; 
• Y5 – To ys o r Ga m e s; 
• Y6 – Ch r i s t m a s d e c o r a t i o n o r a b o x o f c h o c o l a t e s e t c. 

 

We h a ve b e gu n re h e a r s i n g f o r o u r Ch r i s t m a s Ce l e b r a t i o n u p a t t h e c h u r c h a n d t h e c h i l d re n 
a re i n f i n e v o i c e. I d o n’t t h i n k we h a ve e ve r h e a r d s u c h s we e t s i n gi n g a s we h a ve t h i s 
we e k a n d t h e e ve n t w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y b e a m e m o r a b l e o n e. Th e re w i l l b e t h re e p e r f o r m a n c e s, 
e a c h i n v o l v i n g t h e w h o l e s c h o o l a n d l a s t i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y a n h o u r. Ea c h f a m i l y w i l l b e 
a l l o c a t e d t w o t i c k e t s b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e l a yo u t o f t h e c h u r c h, s o m e w i l l b e s t a n d i n g r o o m 
o n l y. On l i n e b o o k i n g w i l l go l i ve t h i s a f t e r n o o n, p l e a s e l o o k o u t f o r t h e Pa re n tMa i l. 
 

Th e Ch r i s t m a s Ce l e b r a t i o n i s t h e b i gge s t e ve n t o f t h e s c h o o l c a l e n d a r a n d t h e re i s n o t h i n g m o re d i s h e a r t e n i n g 
f o r c h i l d re n t h a n t o t a k e t o t h e s t a ge w i t h h a l f o f t h e i r c l a s s m a t e s m i s s i n g. We a s k t h a t e ve r y c h i l d a t t e n d s 
b o t h e ve n i n gs s o t h a t e ve r yo n e i s a b l e t o e n jo y t h i s e ve n t t o i t s f u l l e s t. Sa d l y, l a s t ye a r, o ve r 80 p u p i l s o n l y 
a t t e n d e d o n t h e n i gh t t h e i r p a re n t s we re i n t h e a u d i e n c e, w h i c h p u t a h u ge s t r a i n o n t h e re s t o f t h e c h i l d re n, 
s o m e o f w h o m h a d t o s t e p i n t o p a r t s m o m e n t s b e f o re t h e p e r f o r m a n c e b e ga n. On b o t h e ve n i n gs, d r o p o f f i s v i a 
t h e l i n k d o o r s a t 5.30p m (t h e d o o r yo u e n t e re d f o r p i c k u p f r o m t h e d i s c o.). Ch i l d re n s h o u l d go s t r a i gh t t o t h e i r 
c l a s s r o o m s w h e re t e a c h e r s w i l l b e w a i t i n g t o re c e i ve t h e m. Th o s e c h i l d re n a t t e n d i n g a f t e r s c h o o l c l u b w i l l b e 
c o l l e c t e d b y s t a f f a t 5.30p m.  
 

We a l w a ys n e e d l o t s o f e x t r a p a i r s o f h a n d s f o r t h e w a l k u p t o c h u r c h a n d i f yo u w i l l b e a b l e t o 
h e l p w i t h a n y o f t h e p e r f o r m a n c e s, p l e a s e l e t yo u r c h i l d’s t e a c h e r k n o w a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e. We 
a re l o o k i n g f o r a t l e a s t t h re e e x t r a a d u l t s p e r c l a s s b u t w i t h 320+ f a m i l i e s, t h i s s h o u l d b e 
d o a b l e😊 

 

Th e p e r f o r m a n c e s a re a s f o l l o w s: 
 

• 2p m – 3p m Tu e s d a y 12t h De c e m b e r (t h e c h i l d re n w i l l re t u r n t o s c h o o l a n d s h o u l d b e p i c k e d u p a s 
n o r m a l f r o m t h e p l a ygr o u n d). 

• 6p m – 7p m Tu e s d a y 12t h De c e m b e r (d r o p o f f i s a t s c h o o l a t 5.30p m a n d c o l l e c t i o n i s f r o m c h u r c h a t 
7p m) 

• 6p m - We d n e s d a y 13t h De c e m b e r (d r o p o f f i s a t s c h o o l a t 5.30p m a n d c o l l e c t i o n i s f r o m c h u r c h a t 7p m) 
 

Ou r o n e-w a y s ys t e m i n c h u r c h a t t h e e n d o f e a c h e ve n i n g p e r f o r m a n c e a n d d i s m i s s i n g ye a r gr o u p s t a k e s a 
l i t t l e t i m e a n d p a t i e n c e, b u t e n s u re s t h a t we s a fe l y re u n i t e p u p i l s a n d p a re n t s. We w i l l s e n d a l e t t e r o u t 
c o n t a i n i n g a l l o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n, i n c l u d i n g a p l a n o f c h u r c h a n d p i c k u p r o u t e s, n e a re r t h e t i m e t o e n s u re i t 
re m a i n s f re s h i n e ve r yo n e’s m i n d. 
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‘One body, every person, growing together.’ 

 

Safguarding Team: Julieanne Taylor – Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead  
Linda Tritton – Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 



 

We a re d e l i gh t e d t o we l c o m e Sh e i l a Ho o ve r, a s a n e w Pa re n t Go ve r n o r. If yo u t o o m i gh t b e i n t e re s t e d i n jo i n i n g 
o u r h a r d w o r k i n g t e a m, we s t i l l h a ve s e ve r a l v a c a n c i e s. Fo r m o re i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t w h a t i s i n v o l ve d, p l e a s e 
c o n t a c t o u r c l e r k Pa u l i n e.We l l s@s t p a u l s.w o k i n gh a m.s c h.u k 

 
We l l d o n e t o t h e c h i l d re n i n Se l w yn Ho u s e f o r e a r n i n g t h e h i gh e s t n u m b e r o f Ho u s e Po i n t s t h i s we e k. 
t h i s i s t h e s e c o n d t i m e t h e y h a ve b e e n a w a r d e d t h e c u p t h i s h a l f t e r m. 
 

Co n gr a t u l a t i o n s t o a l l o f t h e c h i l d re n w h o d e s i gn e d a n d m a d e a d e c o r a t i o n f o r t h e Dre s s i n g Th e Ch r i s t m a s 
Tre e Co m p e t i t i o n. Th i s ye a r’s e n t r i e s we re o f a n e x c e l l e n t s t a n d a r d a n d we we re i m p re s s e d b y t h e c re a t i v i t y 
a n d i n ge n u i t y o f e ve r y o n e. Th e Sc h o o l Co u n c i l h a d a ve r y d i f f i c u l t t i m e c h o o s i n g o u r t w o w i n n e r s, b u t i n t h e 
e n d d e c i d e d o n t h o s e f r o m Ja ya 3D a n d Bl a k e 5D. Th e c h i l d re n a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s h a ve b e e n i n v i t e d t o p re s e n t 
t h e i r d e c o r a t i o n s t o t h e To w n Ma yo r a n d Mi n i Ma yo r o n Mo n d a y e ve n i n g, a f t e r w h i c h, t h e y w i l l b e h u n g o n t h e 
o u t d o o r Ch r i s t m a s t re e i n t h e Ma r k e t p l a c e. We w i l l i n c l u d e p h o t o s o f a l l o f t h e d e c o r a t i o n s i n n e x t we e k’s 
n e w s l e t t e r, a l o n g w i t h p h o t o s o f t h e e ve n t i t s e l f. 
 

Th a n k yo u t o 6S f o r t h i s m o r n i n g’s s t u n n i n g a s s e m b l y o n Ad ve n t. No t o n l y w a s i t a p o l i s h e d, p r o fe s s i o n a l 
p e r f o r m a n c e, b u t t h e c o n t e n t w a s a l s o f a s c i n a t i n g a n d a t i m e l y re m i n d e r o f w h a t t h e r u n u p t o Ch r i s t m a s i s 
re a l l y a l l a b o u t. 
 
As we l l a s t h i s Ne w s l e t t e r, we a re s e n d i n g o u t o u r De c e m b e r i s s u e s o f o u r On l i n e s a fe t y Bu l l e t i n, fe a t u r i n g 
a r t i c l e s o n a ge r a t i n gs, AI a n d Sn a p c h a t. It i s f u l l o f h e l p f u l a d v i c e a n d i n f o r m a t i o n a n d we l l w o r t h a re a d. 
 

Fi n a l l y, t h e UK He a l t h Se c u r i t y Age n c y h a s i s s u e d a ye l l o w c o l d-h e a l t h a l e r t f o r t h e So u t h Ea s t, w h i c h c o ve r s 
Wo k i n gh a m Bo r o u gh. Th e a l e r t i s i n e f fe c t f r o m Mo n d a y 28t h No ve m b e r 2023 a t 18:00 t o Tu e s d a y 5t h De c e m b e r 
a t 12:00, s o w r a p u p w a r m t h i s we e k e n d! 
 
Mr s Ta yl o r 
 
Important Message from the PTA regarding the Christmas Fair 

 
We would like to say a huge thank you to those of you who signed up to have an Estate Agent board for this year’s Christmas Fair – we 
really appreciate your support. 
 
As you know, the Fair will take place on Friday 8th December, 3:30pm – 5:30pm and we are looking forward to seeing you there! 
We will need around 50 volunteers in order to run this event and so far, we’ve had a few people come forward which is great, however, we 
need lots more.  
 
Please email the PTA directly on PTA@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk with details of how you will be able to help. Please note, if we do not have 
enough volunteers we will need to reduce some of the fun things we have planned for the children. 
In exchange for a non-uniform day next WEDNESDAY 6th December, donations for the Christmas Fair Tombolas will be as follows: 
Y3 – Selection box, box of chocolates, chocolate Santa etc; 
Y4 – donations for the Bottle Tombola; 
Y5 – Toys or Games; 
Y6 – Christmas decoration or a box of chocolates 
 
From Monday to Thursday, there will be boxes for donations near the Murry Road gates. 
 
Sporting News 
 
Football 
Y5/6 Girls team have had a fantastic start to the season, winning both their matches in the Wokingham District League to top the group and 
go into the Knockout Cup competition after Christmas.  They were runners-up at the Wokingham District Girls Tournament after a tense final 
and have qualified for the County Cup knockout competition which will begin early in the Spring term. 
 
Y3/4 Girls have had a superb start to their season.  For many girls it was their first ever matches and first time representing the school.  Though 
they lost their first match, they won the second 9-0 in a very convincing manner.  They have also qualified for the knock out competition after 
Christmas. 
 
Y5/6 Boys won both their matches in the Wokingham District League to top their group and go into the knockout cup competition after 
Christmas.  They reached the quarter finals in the Wokingham District Boys Tournament and have qualified for the County Cup knock out 
competition.  
Congratulations to all our football players.  I am very much looking forward to seeing how we get on in the knock out competitions. 
 

mailto:Pauline.Wells@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:PTA@stpauls.wokingham.sch.uk


Y3/4 Boys started a little shakily against a very strong side from Lynch Hill in Slough, losing 1-6 but they came back strongly beating the 
Coombes 2-1 to secure a place in the knockout competition next term. Well done boys. 
 
 
TVRL 
It was perfect cross country weather for our first race in the Thames Valley Running League.  The race was at Lightwater Country Park and is 
the hardest, so a tough one to do as a first ever race.  We had lots of new faces from Y3 all the way to Y6 showing you are never too old to 
take part.  What a fantastic afternoon of running!  Everyone tried their very best and there were so many smiles – it was obvious everyone 
was enjoying themselves.  After those fantastic performances, we are currently in 4th place in Division 1.  I can’t wait to see all of you taking 
part in the next race in January.  Well done everyone! 
 
Netball 
The boys’ netball team played in their first friendly match last week losing to Willowbank who were a very experienced side, but they bounced 
back this week as runners-up at the School Games Boys’ Netball Festival at Waingel’s College.  It was an incredible performance particularly 
as two of the boys had never played before.  Lots of fun was had by all. 
 
Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day– Thursday 14th December 

 
The children are welcome to wear a Christmas Jumper for this non-uniform day but it is not 
compulsory!  
 
Should you have any Christmas jumpers (8 years and above), that your child has grown out of, we 
would welcome any donations so we can have spares available. Donated jumpers can be handed to 
the staff on the Murray Road gate and will be gratefully received.  
 

 
The normal menu from Thursday 14th will be served on Wednesday 13th December instead of the usual Roast of the Day.  
 
PE and appropriate kit 
 
Could you please ensure that your child has their PE kit with them for every indoor PE lesson. We have some pupils who 
regularly use the excuse of forgotten kit to avoid participating. The expectation is that all pupils will participate as this is part 
of their National Curriculum entitlement. 
 
Could you also ensure that on Thursday, when the children come to school dressed in kit, it is only in a white t shirt and navy 
blue or black plain joggers or hoodie. This is the expectation for every child. No brightly coloured fashion items, football kit or 
clothes with slogans are permitted. These should be saved for non-uniform days. 
 

 
 

Outdoor Games 

Thursday – all classes 

Indoor PE 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday 

5D 3D 6S 5K 6B 4P 5M 3B 3H 6T 4B 4R 

Christmas Tree Trail -Library Competition 
 
The Community Engagement Team at WBC have created a build a Christmas tree trail 
competition at some of our libraries in the borough. They have placed some Christmas 
pictures at the following libraries: 

• Lower Earley Library, Chalfont Close, Lower Earley, RG6 5HZ 

• Woodley Library, Headley Road, Woodley, Reading, RG5 4JA 

• Twyford Library, Polehampton Close, Twyford, RG10 9RP 

• Wokingham Library, Carnival Hub, Wellington Road, Wokingham, RG40 2AF 

• Finchampstead Library, FBC Centre, Gorse Ride North, Finchampstead, RG40 4ES 

 

Please check the Council's website for opening times of the libraries before visiting. Download the question sheet, which can 
be found in the link below, and solve the questions from the pictures. Once you have answered all the questions, please send 
your answers in the link below by Friday 8 December. Correct entries will be entered into a prize draw. The prize is a voucher 
very kindly donated by Morrisons. Good luck! 

 

https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/build-a-christmas-tree-trail-competition-at-wokingham-libraries/ 
 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/build-a-christmas-tree-trail-competition-at-wokingham-libraries/


Get help with the cost of living 
 
The Household Support Fund can help you pay for food, energy, bills and other essentials. It’s open to: 

• Families where children receive means-tested free school meals can get £20 per week during the school holidays until 
Easter 2024 

• Anyone struggling to pay bills or buy food can apply for £240 or £120 depending on the size of their household 

If you’ve already applied for the Household Support Fund you do not need to apply again.  
Other cost of living help options 
There’s a range of help and support options you can use to help you this winter: 

• Check the cost of living help hub, including our guides 
o Help for people with children 
o Help for single people 
o Help for pensioners 
o Help if you’re in an emergency 

• SHARE Wokingham offers fresh produce, like bread and vegetables, for those who need it. These are surplus stock from 
local supermarkets. More than 2,000 people use it each week and it has saved more than 1,000 tonnes in food waste 
since it was launched a few years ago. View the food map to see SHARE's 15 locations and find your nearest. 

• Follow these top tips for households on how to lower your energy bills this winter. Or you can try: 
o The council’s new home energy advice service to see how to lower your bills  
o See if you’re eligible Great British Insulation Scheme is offering free or cheaper insulation to reduce your 

home’s energy bills 
o Check if your home is eligible for a Heat Pump Grant a part of the Boiler Upgrade Scheme – up to £7,500 on 

offer towards the costs 
• We’re encouraging people to register with power, water and gas suppliers if they are potentially vulnerable this winter. 

These are known as priority services, which mean you get help faster if you are cut off or additional warnings if there 
are outages like loss of water pressure or power cuts 

• The Winter Warmers scheme can help you get free items, if you’re struggling with the cost of living. This includes things 
like air fryers, slow cookers, heated airers and more. These will lower your energy usage and bills 

• Contact Citizens Advice, Wokingham, to find the most appropriate support for your situation. Use the online referral 
form or call 0808 278 7958, Monday to Friday.  

HAF 
 
As a reminder, the HAF Programme offers funding for activities in the main school holidays of Easter, summer and Christmas 
for children and young people in school years from Reception to year 11 who are eligible to benefits related free school meals. 
There is also the option for professionals working with families, who are not eligible but would benefit from the programme, 
to make a referral depending on their family circumstances. You can find full details on our website: Holiday, activities, and 
food programme (wokingham.gov.uk)  
 
In Wokingham, the entitlement for primary aged children is: 
 

• X2 6 hour days per week for 1 week at Easter, 1 week at Christmas and x4 weeks in the summer. HAF does not operate 
in half term holidays. 

 
• The HAF Team also run events across the Borough during school holidays for families to attend together. Along with 

our regular twice weekly SEND stay and play sessions and our newly launched SEND drop off sessions for children and 
young people aged 8-13 years. 

 
Although children in years Reception to Year 2 ALL receive Universal free school meals, in order to identify those families who 
are eligible for the HAF Programme we encourage parents to apply for benefits related free school meals as early as possible. 
 
All allocations for funding and vouchers for parents to be able to book funded activities will continue to be via the new Wonde 
(e-Vouchers) booking system. If parents have any queries about receiving their vouchers, they can contact 
haf@wokingham.gov.uk in the first instance. If it is a technical issue which they are not able to resolve, they will refer them onto 
the Wonde (e-Vouchers) support team. 
 
Pupil Premium Funding 
 
If you are in receipt of one the following benefits your child may be eligible for free school meals and Pupil Premium funding: 
  

1) Income Support.  
2) Income based Job Seeker’s Allowance.  

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/cost-living-help-people-children?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/cost-living-help-single-people?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/cost-living-help-pensioners?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/im-dealing-emergency?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-essentials/help-food?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/energy-saving-tips-to-save-money/free-ways-to-lower-your-energy-bills/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2023/offering-residents-free-advice-make-their-homes-more-energy-efficient
https://www.gov.uk/apply-great-british-insulation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/apply-boiler-upgrade-scheme/check-if-youre-eligible
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/bills-and-home-costs/priority-services?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-essentials/get-energy-efficiency-items?utm_source=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_medium=col_schoolsdirect_nov23&utm_campaign=col_schoolsdirect_nov23
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor
tel:0808%20278%207958
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
mailto:haf@wokingham.gov.uk


3) Income related Employment and Support Allowance.  
4) Child Tax Credit – Where the family’s annual income is not more than £16,190 and Working Tax Credit is not in payment. 
5) Guarantee Pension Credit.  
6) Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.  
7) Universal Credit.  

 
Please contact the office to find out more or follow the link https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-
information-andservices/free-school-meals-and-the-pupil-premium/ 
 

 

Dates for Next Week 
Monday 4th December Dressing the Christmas Tree – Wokingham Town Hall Square 
Friday 8th December Christmas Fair 3.30pm -5.30pm 

Diary Dates  
Tuesday 12th December 2pm-3pm 
& 6pm -7pm. Wednesday 13th 
December 6pm-7pm 

Christmas Celebration, St Pauls Church  

Thursday 14th December Christmas Lunch 
Friday 15th December End of term – 2pm finish 
Monday 15th January Liddington Information Evening for Y5 parents 6.30pm 
Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st 
February 

Parents’ Consultations 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-information-andservices/free-school-meals-and-the-pupil-premium/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-information-andservices/free-school-meals-and-the-pupil-premium/


 


